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INDIGENOUS IMPRISONMENT - DRIVING OFFENCES 
Statement by Minister for Corrective Services 

MS M.M. QUIRK (Girrawheen - Minister for Corrective Services) [12.05 pm]:  As members will be aware, 
the Carpenter government, as a matter of priority, wants to reduce the unacceptably high level of indigenous 
imprisonment in Western Australia.  Of particular concern is that the offences for which many of these prisoners 
are incarcerated relate mainly to having no motor vehicle driver’s licence or to unpaid fines for driving offences. 
We are keen to adopt a whole-of-government approach to the issue.  To this end I have established a committee 
to canvass all available solutions to the issue and provide cabinet with a blueprint for progress.  I have asked the 
member for Victoria Park, Ben Wyatt, MLA, to chair the committee, and he has kindly agreed. 

In an effort to make the process as comprehensive as possible, I have asked the relevant ministers to nominate a 
senior officer from their department or ministerial office to be represented on this committee.  Given the pressing 
need for reform, I have asked that the committee report by the end of May 2007.  Terms of reference have been 
drafted for the committee in an effort to coordinate major change to the way in which a number of government 
agencies do business with remote communities. 

The functions of the committee are to inquire into, and report on, the impact of offences under the various motor 
driver’s licence laws and driving laws on indigenous rates of imprisonment and, specifically, on indigenous 
people from remote communities; the impact of fine default legislation and driving licence suspension on 
indigenous people’s rates of imprisonment; the capacity for people within prison and within the regions to regain 
their licences; legislative and non-legislative solutions to the problems identified; the options and make 
recommendations on the opportunities that exist for driver training in remote communities; and options for the 
better servicing of the remote communities by the Fines Enforcement Registry and the Department for Planning 
and Infrastructure.  The committee is to make recommendations to cabinet on solutions to the problems it 
identifies, and the committee is to make any other observations and proposals for my consideration that it, in its 
discretion, may deem appropriate. 

I hope to be able to update the house in the middle of the year on the findings of the committee. 
 


